History & Social Geography Lesson Plan 

Description:

Using “History & Social Geography,” this lesson plan offers an opportunity to learn about mountain culture in South-Central Appalachia 

Suggested Resources:

· Do any articles in other sections bear relevance?

· Online map located at www.auroralights.org
· Overhead projector that can display images from the computer

· Google Earth, high-speed Internet required.

· All other written, aural and video materials of the Journey Up Coal River website for background and contextual information.

· Readings (listed below) should be completed prior to class.

Introduction to Mountaintop Removal 

· Google Earth is excellent for viewing mountaintop removal from the sky, especially with the “Global Awareness: Appalachian Mountaintop Removal” layer
.

· Journey Up Coal River mountaintop removal pages

· Mountain Justice mountaintop removal pages

Activity:

1. After reading the theme at home, the instructor could begin the class with discussion on that reading. Some possible questions are:

· What forces drove the history of Coal River? (economic, cultural, environmental).

· How does this compare to the traditional story of Appalachian history told through cultural stereotypes in much of the rest of the nation? Why is this?

· What comparisons can be drawn between the experiences of Native Americans and the residents of coal mining communities?


Discussion Questions:

1. What are the repercussions of destroying the natural landscape and ecology on a culture that feels deep connection and importance to its surroundings? 

2. Are there repercussions to places outside the immediate area destroyed?  

3. How does the history of Coal River compare to the history of other resource rich regions? 

4. How does the process of outmigration compare historically to similar patterns of migration across the world?  What forces drove these migrations?  How does it relate to labor migrations today? 

5. What influence did coal mining have the development of Appalachian culture?


1. What is absentee land ownership? How does it relate to the economy of Coal River? How could the situation be changed? Who owns the land in your region?

2. How does the construction of knowledge and history shape people’s perceptions of Appalachia? What are the real ramifications of how the dominant discourse has presented the culture of Appalachia? For what reasons? Can the same process be compared to other areas of the world with economies dominated by resource extracting industries? This question may spark ethical and philosophical debate, as well as logical questioning. 

3. How does learning about MTR affect your understanding of power relations in the United States? What about natural resources and power relationships? 

4. What lessons can be learned from a culture that is connected to its natural surroundings? What kinds of lessons can be learned in terms of sustainability? 

5. If this were occurring in your community, what actions would you take? 

6. So what about repeating questions across the lesson plans?

Further Activities:


The intent of this curriculum is to be flexible and act as a launch pad for discussion and critical reasoning. Below are some suggestions for future activities that can be modified by the instructor to fit overall teaching objectives. 

1. Students choose a region of the world that has been made economically dependent on resource extracting industries. Examples include: coalfields of Eastern Europe, Oil fields in the Niger Delta or gold mining regions in Sub-Saharan Africa. Students are assigned a research paper or project that entails analyzing the history and culture of that region and comparing it to the history and culture of the coalfields of Appalachia. What similarities and differences are present? What forces, economic, cultural, political, are present in both cases? What lessons can be drawn from the comparison? 

2. Direct students to collect several (4-5) articles from a variety of news sources on Mountaintop Removal in southern Appalachia.  The students should either write a paper or prepare a presentation analyzing how the different articles present the issue, the economics and the culture of southern Appalachia. How does this relate to an overall dissemination of knowledge and power relations surrounding the practice of MTR?

3. Students research the current situation with MTR, including current legislation or political views, economic conditions, and social perceptions of MTR. Have any recent national, state or local developments changed the situation? What is being done to maintain or change the status quo? 

4. Field or volunteer trip to Coal River Valley.

5. What about repeating these activities across the lesson plans?
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