A Community & Strip Mining Lesson Plan

Description

The content referenced by this lesson plan describes a community that has been directly affected by the dynamics of absentee landownership, extractive industry and corrupt government and regulatory agencies.  Contrast it with the community resources provided by Coal River Mountain in the lesson plan about Coal River Mountain.  


Suggested resources

· The Mountaintop Removal
 and Coal River Mountain
 themes of the Journey Up Coal River website are recommended as co-requisites.

· The following can eliminate the need for paper:

· The Still Moving Mountains CD

· Computer lab hours or an in-class projector to facilitate the use of the website

· Google Earth layers

· “What's My Connection to Mountaintop Removal?”


Introduction to Hazy and Shumates
 

General geographical, cultural and historical information, plus an intro to the Hazy and Shumates theme, is available in the Near the Mouth of Hazy
 section.  Maps via the computer and projector are ideal here for the sense of scale and an aerial view of the Edwight mountaintop removal site in the surrounding area.  Make use of the maps in the Hazy and Shumates theme
 as well as Google Earth.  With the latter, be sure to zoom in and out and move around to see the land from multiple perspectives.  Ask the class to share words or images that come to mind when talking about West Virginia, Appalachia and coal.



Discussion suggestions
Marsh Fork Elementary:

· Consider viewing On Coal River trailer



· What are residents' concerns about the proximity of mining operations to Marsh Fork Elementary School?  What threats are posed by different aspects of mining?  (e.g., blasting, coal washing, sludge pond)


· Ask students to review the evacuation plan in the event of a dam failure

· What kind of information is the dam based on?

· How effective do you think the plan would be for saving human lives?

· If you were inside Marsh Fork Elementary when the dam failed, what would your options be?

· How would a flood caused by a dam failure be different from a flood caused by a river overflowing with rainwater?

· What are some of the problems that survivors would face after a flood?


· Why do you think residents' efforts to move the school have not yet been effective?  What else do you think they should try?  Are there other solutions to the problem?


· What actions would you take if you lived in Edwight?


Absentee Landownership:

· What is absentee landownership?   


· How and why did absentee landownership patterns develop in Appalachia?


· How has absentee landownership affected residents of coal-mining areas? 


· How has absentee landownership affected economic development in these areas?  How does it shape possibilities for future economic development?


· How did land and mineral ownership become separated?  How did this affect power structures in coal-mining communities?

Hazy & Shumates Today:

· What are some of the changes to their communities that residents have witnessed?  How do residents seem to feel about their community?  How does this compare to how you feel about your community?  What do you think explains the similarities and differences?  


· What are buy-outs?  How do coal companies persuade people to be bought out?   What are some of the reasons that people do or don't sell?  

· What does diminishing land access mean for residents?  What places can people no longer go to and why?  What activities are therefore limited or prevented?  How do these changes affect people's personal lives? their communities?  their culture?


Concluding class discussion questions:

· State and federal governments are charged with providing a wide array of protections--human health and safety, environmental health, individual property rights, corporate property right--as well as fostering economic prosperity, and ensuring the greatest good for the greatest number.  In the context of this case study, how and why do some of these responsibilities conflict?  How well do you think the government is handling these conflicts?  What do you think should be done differently?  


· What correlations do you see between resources and rights?  Is there variation depending upon the kinds of resources or rights?  How might your observations apply to the larger U.S. community, the global community, or your own local community?  


Suggestions for further research:

· Research the history of labor unions and coal mining in the United States.  Why did miners first form unions?  What were some of the obstacles they faced?  Why has the coal miners' union declined?  How do you think union history has affected the current situation?  


· Consider the following questions:
How has the shift to more mechanized coal-mining, and mountain top removal in particular, affected economic development, human health, and the environment in neighboring communities?  in the region?  in the nation?  How are the effects of this kind of coal mining shaping the future prospects for economic development, human health, and the environment in neighboring communities, the region, and the nation?

What kinds of data would you need in order to answer such questions effectively?  What information already exists?  How good is it?  What information would you need to produce yourself and how would you do it?  (If appropriate, you might ask students to follow through with producing such data).

· How does the experience of Hazy and Shumates residents compare to the experiences of other communities struggling with the effects of extractive industries?  You might consider, for example:

· The Navajo people in the Four Corners Region and Peabody Coal, see Black Mesa Water Coalition

· First Nations in northern Canada and the timber 
, natural gas and tar sands
 industries

· Alternatively, how does the experience of Hazy and Shumates residents compare to the experiences of other communities shaped by absentee landownership?  You might consider, for example:

· Urban housing patterns

· Sharecropping

· Vacation or seasonal housing

�	 Located at � HYPERLINK "http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=mtr&article=primary"��http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=mtr&article=primary� 


�	 Located at � HYPERLINK "http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=crm&article=primary"��http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=crm&article=primary� 


�	 Located at � HYPERLINK "http://auroralights.org/journey/index.php"��http://auroralights.org/journey/index.php� 


�	 Information about at � HYPERLINK "http://ilovemountains.org/multimedia/" \l "ge"��http://ilovemountains.org/multimedia/#ge� 


�	 Located at � HYPERLINK "http://ilovemountains.org/myconnection"��http://ilovemountains.org/myconnection� 


�	 Located at � HYPERLINK "http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=hazy&article=primary"��http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=hazy&article=primary�


�	 Located at � HYPERLINK "http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=hazy&article=4"��http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=hazy&article=4� 


�	 Located at � HYPERLINK "http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=hazy&article=primary"��http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=hazy&article=primary�, then click on the “Aerial” button below the map.


�	 Located at � HYPERLINK "http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=hazy&article=3"��http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=hazy&article=3�


�	 Located at � HYPERLINK "http://oncoalriver.com/"��http://oncoalriver.com/� 


�	 Located at � HYPERLINK "http://www.coalimpoundment.org/EmergencyPlans/1211-WV04-40154-02.pdf"��http://www.coalimpoundment.org/EmergencyPlans/1211-WV04-40154-02.pdf� 


�	 Located at � HYPERLINK "http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=hazy&article=5"��http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=hazy&article=5�


�	 Located at � HYPERLINK "http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=hazy&article=6"��http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=hazy&article=6�


�	 Located at � HYPERLINK "http://blackmesawatercoalition.org/"��http://blackmesawatercoalition.org� 


�	 For example: � HYPERLINK "http://freegrassy.org/"��http://freegrassy.org/� 


�	 Located at: � HYPERLINK "http://stoptarsands.wordpress.com/"��http://stoptarsands.wordpress.com/� 





